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Isaiah: Introduction
Seeing Godôs Plan in a New Way

Isaiah 1:1ï3
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Focus
Prophecies of
Condemnation

Historical
Parenthesis

Prophecies of
Comfort
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1:1 12:6 13:1 23:18 24:1 27:13 28:1 35:10 36:1 39:8 40:1 48:22 49:1 57:21 58:1 66:24

Topics
Prophetic Historic Messianic

Judgment Transition Hope 

Place Israel & Judah

Time 740ς680 B.C.
FromBruceWilkinsonand KennethBoa,TalkThru the Bible(Nelson,1983).  
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Isaiah 1ï39 Assyrian Empire (740ï612 BC)

ÅAssyrian Empire
ÅShalmaneserôsaggressive expansion of Assyrian 
Empire slowed at Battle of Qarqarin Syria (853)

ÅNote on Assyrian military tactics

ÅTwo successors, same aggressive policies

ÅBeginning in 782, three less aggressive rulers 
(result of Jonahôs ministry!)

ÅPeriod of relative peace and prosperity in Israel 
and Judah
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Isaiah 1ï39 Assyrian Empire (740ï612 BC)

ÅAssyrian Empire (cont.)
ÅTiglath-PileserIII came to throne of Assyria in 
745, renewed aggression

ÅOpposed by Israel and Syria

ÅAhaz from Judah forms alliance with Tiglath-
Pileser

ÅIsrael goes into captivity in 722

ÅHezekiah ascends to throne in Judah, reasserts 
Judahôs dependency on God and refuses to 
surrender to the Assyrians
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Isaiah 1ï39 Assyrian Empire (740ï612 BC)

ÅAssyrian Empire (cont.)
ÅSargon II begins campaign against Philistine cities 
on Mediterranean coast, but forced to deal with 
revolts on northern borders.

ÅHezekiah carries out religious reforms

ÅSargon succeeded by Sennacherib, who puts down 
Babylonian revolt, then turns attention to Judah.

ÅGod intervenes, Sennacherib withdraws, never to 
return
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Isaiah 1ï39 Assyrian Empire (740ï612 BC)

ÅFall of Assyrian Empire (625ï540 BC)
ÅSennacheribôsson, Esarhaddoncaptures Egypt

ÅWhen Esarhaddonôs son Ashurbanipal ascends to 
throne, Assyria is at its height of power

ÅChaldean general named Nabopolassartook 
throne of Babylon and with aid of the Medes, 
began to overthrow Assyria. 

ÅFall of Nineveh came in 612.
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Isaiah 1ï39 Assyrian Empire (740ï612 BC)

ÅFall of Assyrian Empire (625ï540 BC) (cont.)
ÅNabopolassarôsson, Nebuchadnezzar, defeated 
Assyrian and Egyptian armies in 605.

ÅJudah forced to pay tribute, hostages (including 
Daniel) taken to Babylon.

ÅJudah revolts and in 586 Jerusalem and the temple 
are destroyed.
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Isaiah 40ï55 Babylon Exile (585ï540 BC)

ÅIsaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel
ÅThe people are encouraged to trust Yahweh, the 
only true God.

ÅThe Neo-Babylonian Empire was actually only a 
brief interlude between the Assyrian Empire and 
the Persian Empire

ÅBabylon under Nabonidusfell in 539 to the 
Medo-Persian Empire led by Cyrus
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Isaiah 56ï66 Persian Empire and Beyond

ÅJudah after return from exile (539 BC and 
following)

ÅCyrus issued a decree for the rebuilding of the 
temple and the return of the Jews to 
Jerusalem.

ÅHowever, when the Jews return, they are not 
in a position of strength.

ÅYahweh is still the supreme and only God, in 
spite of the power of the Persian empire.

 


